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This listing of claims wUl replace all prior versions, and bstings, of claims in the 
appUcation: 

Listing ofClaim.^; 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the customizable settings 
include parameters and access methods unique to an arrangement of content in the content 
provider's data repository, wherein the access methods process the accessed content page using the 
parameter. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the addressable locations 
comprise unifomi resource locator (URL) addresses. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, comprising: 

accessing customizable settings capable of being customized by the content provider, 
wherein the customizable settings provide an addressable location of at least one content page in 
the data repository and a parameter comprising a query terms term for at least one included 
addressable location; 

for each provided addressable location for which there is a Ae query term, accessing the 
content page at the addressable location at the content provider's data repository indicated in the 
customizable settings; 
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processmg the accessed content page using the provided query tenn at tfac each provided 
addressable location to obtain query results; and 

generating metadata from the obtained q uery results to add to an index of metadata for 
accessed addressable locations at the data repositoiy, wherein customizable settings from the 
different content providers are accessed to generate the metadata for the accessed content pages, 
and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on content from the data repositories of the 
di fFerent content provi ders. 



6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the accessed customizable 
settings further provide qualifiers for at least one query term, furAer comprising: 

for each query term having at least one qualifier, detemiimng whether the query results for 
the query term satisfy each qualifier for the query terra, wherein the metadata for the query result 
is generated if the query result satisfies each qualifier for the query terra that generated the query 
result; and 

performing a non-qualifying action for each query result that does not satisfy each 
qualifier. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the non-qualifying action comprises not 
including metadata for the query result in the index. 

8. (Previously Presented) A method for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, comprising: 

accessing custom izable settings capable of being customized by the content provider, 
wherein the customizable settings provide an addressable location of at least one content page in 
the data repository and parameters for the addressable locations, wherein the parameters in the 
accessed customizable settings further include a password for at least one provided addressable 
location; 
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accessing the content page at the addressable location at the content provider's data 
repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

using the provided password to access the content page at the indicated addressable 
location for which the password is provided; 

processing the accessed content page using the parameter provided for the addressable location of 
the accessed content page to generate output information; and 

generating metadata indicating the generated output information for the accessed content 
page to add to an index of metadata for accessed addressable locations at the data repository, 
wherein customizable setttjigs from the different content providers are accessed to generate the 
metadata for the accessed content pages, and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on 
content from the data repositories of the different content providers. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the parameters in the 
accessed customizable settings fiirther include a recursive search setting indicating whether to 
search hypertext links to linked addressable locations included in the accessed content page, 
further comprising: 

accessing a content page at each hnked addressable location included if the recursive 
search setting indicates to recursively search lioked addressable locations, wherein metadata is 
generated for each content page recursively accessed at the linked addressable locations in the 
accessed content page. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the accessed customizable settings 
further provide prohibited addressable locations at the data repository, wherein metadata is not 
generated for each content page at a Unked addressable location that is one indicated prohibited 
address location. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method for searching data i^ositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, comprising: 

accessing customizable settings capable of being customized by the content provider, 
wherein the customizable settings provide an addressable location of at least one content page in 
the data repository and further indicate validation checking programs; 

accessing the content page at the addressable location at the content provider's data 
repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

executing each validation checking program indicated in the accessed customizable 
settings against each accessed content page; 

generating a validation output result witli the validation checking program for each 
accessed content page with each validation checking program describing characteristics of the 
content page; and 

generating metadata from the validation output result to add to the an index of metadata 
for accessed addressable locations at the data repository, wherein customizable settings from the 
di iferent content providers are accessed to generate the metadata for the accessed content pages, 
and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on content from the data repositories of the 
dilferent content providers. 



12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the accessed customizable settings 
fiirther indicate at least one parameter to use with at least one validation checking program, 
further comprising: 

using the at least one parameter when executing the validation checking program, wherein 
the validation output result further indicates characteristics of the content page related to the at 
least one parameter used with the vahdation checking program. 



PAGE 6/19*RCVDAT6/3012005 2:36:21PM [Eastern Daylightte^ 



05/50/2005 11:40 3105567984 



KQNRAD RAYNES VICTOR 



PAGE 07/19 



-6- Serial No. 09/645,356 

Docket No. AUS9200OO360US I 
Pimi No. 0072.0032 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the parameters in the 
accessed customizable settings further indicate at least one qualifier to use with at least one 
validation checking program, further comprising: 

determining whether the validation output result satisfies the at least one quaUfier 
provided with the validation checking program producing the output result, wherein metadata for 
the output result is included in the index if the output result satisfies the quah'fier. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein metadata for the content page at the 
addressable location is not included in the index if the validation output result docs not satisfy the 
qualifier. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim claim 5, further comprising: 
determining a foimat of tlie accessed content page; 

selecting one of a plurality of parsers capable of parsing the determined format; and 
parsing the content page using the selected parser, wherein the metadata to add to the 
index is generated fi-om the parsed content page. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim claim 5, further comprising: 
determining a parser capable of parsing an embedded file refeieaoed in the content page; 
parsing the content of the referenced embedded file; and 

generating metadata for the parsed content of the embedded file to add to the index, 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the embedded file is 
encoded in a multimedia format. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
distributing a collection topi to content providers capable of accessing and generating 

metadata for content provider data rq>ositories using the accessed customizable settings; and 
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collecting metadata gathered from multiple content providers using the collection tool to 
gather metadata on their data repositories. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18. further comprising commercializing the 
collected metadata. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

receiving an electronic subscription fbm content providers to use the collection tool and 
provide metadata. 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the customizable settings 
include parameters and access methods unique to an arrangement of content in the content 
provider's data repository, wherein the access methods process the accessed content page using the 
parameter. 

23. (CanceUed) 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the addressable locations 
comprise uniform resource locator (URL) addresses. 

25. (Previously Presented) A system for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, comprising: 

means for accessing customizable settings capable of being customized by the content 
provider, wherein the customized settings provide an addressable location of at least one content 
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page in the data repository and a parameter in the accessed custoroizable settings comprising a 
query term for at least one included addressable location; 

means for accessing the content page at each provided addressable location at the content 
provider's data repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

means for processing each accessed conte^it page using the provided query term at the 
provided addressable location to obtain query results for each provided addressable location for 
which there is a query term; and 

means for generating metadata fix>m. the obtained query results to add to an index of 
metadata for accessed addressable locations at the data repository, wherein customizable settings 
from the different content providers are accessed to generate the metadata for the accessed content 
pages, and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on content from the data repositories 
of the different content providers. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein tlie accessed customizable 
settings further provide qualifiers for at least one query term, farther comprising: 

means for determining whether the query results for the query term satisfy each qualifier 
for the query term for each query term having at least one qualifier, wherein the metadata for the 
query result is generated if the query result satisfies each qualifier for the query term that 
generated the query result; and 

means for perfonning a non-qualifying action for each query result that does not satisfy 
each qualifier. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the non-qualifying action comprises 
not including metadata for the query result in the index, 

28. (Previously Presented) A system for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locarions at the 
data repositories, comprising: 
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means for accessing customizable settings capable of being customized by the content 
provider, wherein the customized settings provide an addressable location of at least one content 
page in the data repository and parameters for the addressable locations, wherein the parameters in 
the accessed customizable settings further include a password for at least one provided 
addressable location; 

means for accessing tlie content page at the addi^sable location at the content provider's 
data repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

means for using the provided password to access the content page at ttie indicated 
addressable location for which the password is provided; 

means for processing the accessed content page using the parameter provided for the 
addressable location of the accessed content page to generate output information; and 

means for generating metadata indicating the generated output information for the 
accessed content page to add to an index of metadata for accessed addressable locations at the 
data repository, wherein customizable settings from the different content providers are accessed to 
generate the metadata for the accessed content pages, and wherein the index of metadata includes 
metadata on content from the data repositories of the different content providers. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the parameters in the 
accessed customizable settings further include a recursive search setting indicating whether to 
search hypertext links to linked addressable locations included in the accessed content page, 
furtlier comprising: 

means for accessing a content page at each linked addressable location included if the 
recursive search setting indicates to recursively search linked addressable locations, wherein 
metadata is generated for each content page recursively accessed at the linlced addressable 
locations in the accessed content page, 

30, (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the accessed customixable settings 
fiiTther provide prohibited addressable locations at the data repository, wherein metadata is not 
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generated for each content page at a linked addressable location that is one indicated prohibited 
address location. 



31. (Previously Presemed) A system for searching data repositories manag 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, comprising: 

means for accessing customizable settings* capable of being customized by the content 
provider, wherein the customized settings provide an addressable location of at least one content 
page in the data repository and further indicate vaUdation checking programs; 

means for accessing the content page at the addressable location at the content provider's 
data repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

means for executing each validation checking program indicated in the accessed 
customizable settings against each accessed content page; 

means for generating a validation output resuh with the validation checking program for 
each accessed content page with each validation cheeking program describing characteristics of 
the content page; and 

means for generating metadata from the validation output result to add to the an index of 
metadata for accessed addressable locations at the data repository, wherem customizable settmgs 
from the different content providers are accessed to generate the metadata for the accessed content 
pages, and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on content from the data repositories 
of the different content providers. 

32. (OriginaJ) The system of claim 31, wherein the accessed customizable settings 
further indicate at least one parameter to use with at least one validation checking program, 
further comprising: 

means for using the at least one parameter when executing the validation checking 
program, wherein the validation output result further indicates characteristics of the content page 
related to the at least one parameter used with the validation checking program. 
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33. (Original) The system of claim 31, wherein the accessed customizable settings 
fuither indicate at least otie qualifier to use with at least one validation checldiig program, further 
comprising: 

means for determining whether the validation output result satisfies the at least one 
qualifier provided with the validation checkmg program producing the output result, wherein 
metadata for the output result is included in the index if the output result satisfies the qualifier, 

34. (Qrigtnal) The system of claim 33, wherein metadata for the content page at the 
addressable location is not included in the index if the validation output result does not satis jfy the 
qualificr. 

35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 
means for determining a format of tlie accessed content page; 

means for selecting one of a plurality of parsers capable of parsing the detemiined format; 

and 

means for parsuig the content page using the selected parser, wherein the metadata to add 
to the index is generated from the parsed content page. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25 , further comprising: 

means for determining a parser capable of parsing an embedded file referenced in the 
content page; 

means for parsing the content of the referenced embedded file; and 

means for generating metadata for the parsed content of the embedded file to add to the 

index. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 36, wherein the embedded file is encoded in a 
multimedia format. 
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38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for distributing a collection tool to content providers capable of accessing and 
generating metadata for content provider data repositories using the accessed customizable 
settings; and 

means for collecting metadata gathered from multiple content providers using the 
collection tool to gather metadata on their data repositories. 

39. (Canceled) 

40. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, wherein the customized settings 
include parameters and access methods unique to an arrangement of content in the content 
provider's data repository, wherein the access methods process the accessed content page using the 
parameter. 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, wherein the addressable locations 
comprise uni form resource locator (URL) addresses. 

43. (Previously Presented) A program for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, wherein the program comprises code implemented in a computer readable 
medium capable of causing a computer to perform: 

accessing customizable settings capable of being customized by the content provider, 
wherein the customizable settings provide an addressable location of at least one content page in 
the data repositoiy and a parameter in the accessed customizable settings comprising a query term 
for at least one included addressable location; 
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for each provided addressable location for which there is a queiy term, accessing the 
content page at the addressable location at the content provider's data repository indicated iu the 
customizable settings; 

processing the accessed content page using the provided query tenn at each provided addressable 
location to obtain query results; and 

generating metadata from the obtained query results to add to an index of metadata for 
accessed addressable locations at the data repository, wherein customizable settings from the 
different content providers are accessed to generate the metadata for the accessed content pages, 
and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on content from the data repositories of the 
different content providers. 

44. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, wherein the accessed 
customizable settings further provide qualifiers for at least one query term, wherein the program is 
further capable of causing the computer to perform: 

for each query term having at least one quaUfier, determining whether the query results for 
the query term satisfy each qualifier for the query term, wherein the metadata for the query result 
is generated if tlie query result satisfies each qualifier for the query term that generated the query 
result; and 

performing a non-qualifying action for each query result that does not satisfy each 
qualifier. 

45. (Original) The program of claim 44-, wherein the non-qualifying action comprises 
not including metadata for the query result in the index. 

46 (Previously Presented) A program for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, wherein the program comprises code implemented in a computex readable 
medium capable of causing a computer to perform : 
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accessitig customizable settings capable of being customized by the content provider, 
wherein the customizable settings provide an addressable location of at least one content page in 
the data repository and parameters for the addressable locations, wherein the parameters in the 
accessed customizable settings further include a password for at least one provided addressable 
location; 

accessing the content page at the addressable location at the content provideT^s data 
repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

using the provided password to access the content page at the indicated addressable 
location for which the password is provided; 

processing the accessed content page usiag the parameter provided for the addressable 
location of the accessed content page to generate output information; and 

generating metadata indicating the generated output information for the accessed content 
page to add to an index of metadata for accessed addressable locations at the data repository, 
wherein customizable settings fcom the different content providers are accessed to generate the 
metadata for the accessed content pages, and wherein the index of metadata includes metadata on 
content from the data repositories of the different content providers. 

47. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, wherein the parameters in the 
accessed customizable settings further include a recursive search setting indicating whether to 
search hypertext links to linked addressable locations included in the accessed content page, 
wherein the program is further capable of causing the computer to perfonn: 

accessing a content page at each linked addressable location included jf the recursive 
search setting indicates to recursively search linked addressable locations, wherein metadata is 
generated for each content page recursively accessed at the linked addressable locations in the 
accessed content page. 

48. (Original) The program of claim 47, wherein the accessed customizable settings 
flirther provide prohibited addressable locations at the data repository, wherein metadata is not 
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generated for each content page at a linked addressable location that is one indicated prohibited 
address location. 

49. (Previously Presented) A program for searching data repositories managed by 
different content providers to gather indexable metadata on content at addressable locations at the 
data repositories, wherein the program comprises code implemented in a computer readable 
medium capable of causing a computer to perform: 

accessing customizable settings capable of being customized by the content provider, 
wherein the customizable settings provide an addressable location of at least one content page in 
the data repository and further indicate validation checking programs; 

accessing the content page at the addressable location at the content provider's data 
repository indicated in the customizable settings; 

executing each validation checking program indicated in the accessed customizable 
settings against each accessed content page; 

generating a validation output result with the validation checking program for each 
accessed content page with each vahdation checking program describing characteristics of the 
content page; and 

generating metadata from the validation output result to add to the an index of metadata 
for accessed addressable locations at the data repository, wherein customizable settings from the 
diflFerent content providers are accessed to generate the metadata for the accessed content pages, 
and wh erein the index of metadata includes metadata on content from the data repositories of the 
different content providers, 

50, (Original) The program of claim 49, wherein the accessed customi:jable settings 
further indicate at least one parameter to use with at least one validation checking program, 
wherein the program is further capable of causing the computer to perform: 
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' using the at least one parameter when executing the validation checking program, wherein 
the validation output result further indicates characteristics of the content page related to the at 
least one parameter used with the validation checking prograjn: 

5 1 , (Original) The program of claim 49, wherein the accessed customizable settin gs 
further indicate at least one qualifier to use with at least one validation checking program, wherein 
the program is further capable of causing the computer to perform : 

determining whether the vaUdation output result satisfies the at least one qualifier 
provided with the validation checking program producing the output result, wherein metadata for 
the output result is included in the index if the output result satisfies the qualifier. 

52. (Original) The program of claim 51, wherein metadata for the content page at the 
addressable location is not included in the index if the validation output result does not satisfy the 
qualifier. 

53, (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, wherein the program is further 
capable of causing the computer to perfoim: 

detennining a format of the accessed content page; 

selecting one of a pluraUty of parsers capable of parsing the determined format; and 
parsing the content page using the selected parser, whercin the metadata to add to the 
index is generated from the parsed content page, 

54. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, wherein the program is further 
capable of causing the computer to perform: 

determining a parser capable of parsing an embedded file referenced in the content page; 
parsing the conteDl of the referenced embedded file; and 

generating metadata for the parsed content of the embedded file to add to the index.. 
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55. (Original) The program of claim 54, wherein the embedded file is encoded in a 
multimedia format. 

56. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 43, further comprising: 
distributing the program to content providers capable of accessing and genei^ting metadata 

for cotitent provider data repositories using the accessed customizable setti.ags; and 

collecting metadata gathered torn multiple content providers using the collection, tool to 
gather metadata on their data repositories. 

57. (Original) The program of claim 5.6, jfurther comprising: 

receiving an electronic subscription from content providers to use the program to gather 
and provide metadata. 
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